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łpa u łoʔ   

Weasel and Marten 
 

Set 1 Vocabulary  

       to wrestle 

   mstem to knock someone down 

ta swe nobody 

łoʔ   pine marten 

      an attempt / a try 

            all day 
  

Set 2 Vocabulary  

tas         (tas      is) to fail (he failed) 

łpa weasel 

ew  p  to follow 

k      to hold something 
  

Set 3 Vocabulary  

     bobcat 

       to believe 

                     ) camp ground (his camp) 

     to dig 

es ło   a tunnel / hole in the ground 
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Weasel and Marten Set 1 Vocabulary 
 

  

  mnwe    mstem 

  

ta swe łoʔ   
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Weasel and Marten Set 1 Phrases 

 pł               p    ʔ      

    ʔelt. 

There was a chief and he had a 

beautiful daughter. 

   ł         ,                    

         ł  ʔi     ʔelt.” 

The chief said,  whoever can wrestle 

 y da gh  r  o  h  gro  d.” 

    k      p   a ł  o     . You will win her as your wife. 

  y ʔ ł   ł yoyo         y ł     y 

          ł    smʔem. 

All of the strong animals came to 

wrestle the woman. 

  y ʔ     pnuntm. Everyone was defeated. 

ta swe       mstem. Nobody could knock her down. 

łoʔ         ł             . Marten heard about their attempts. 

         ł     ʔ        ʔ    ł 

 o      . 

He wanted the beautiful woman for his 

wife. 

łoʔ                    ł . Marten spent all day resting. 

łoʔ            ł              ʔelt  

         . 

Marten knocked the chief's daughter to 

the ground. 

łoʔ       p    ł  o      . Marten won a wife. 
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Set 1 Story 

  
 pł               p    ʔ      

    ʔelt. 

   ł         ,   e t swe          

         ł  ʔi     ʔelt.” 

  
    k      p   a ł  o     .   y ʔ ł   ł yoyo         y ł     y    

       ł    smʔem. 

  

  y ʔ     pnuntm. ta swe       mstem. 
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Set 1 Story (cont.) 

  
łoʔ         ł            .          ł     ʔ        ʔ    ł 

 o      . 

  
łoʔ                    ł . łoʔ            ł              ʔelt    

       . 

 

 

łoʔ       p    ł  o      .  
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Weasel and Marten Set 2 Vocabulary 
 

 

 

 
  

tas         łpa     p  k      

 

Weasel and Marten Set 2 Phrases 

   y                   k k ʔec. He went to wrestle her all night. 

        k k ʔec tas       s. All night he failed. 

łoʔ       e     a. Marten was getting skinny. 

ł    a    łpa       ,       ł  a  

      ?” 

His friend Weasel asked him, what are 

you doing? 

łoʔ    ʔ          . Marten was embarrassed and walked 

away. 

łpa    ,   em i       p  ł  łoʔ  .” Weasel thought,  I'm going to follow 

Marten.” 

  p                 ł yoyo   ł  

smʔem. 

He found out why the woman was so 

strong. 

ł   k k ʔ   ł  łoʔ               

smʔem... 

That night when Marten went to 

wrestle the woman... 

łpa k  p   ł        ł        u es 

k     . 

Weasel pushed over the horns that were 

holding her up. 
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Set 2 Story 

  
   y                   k k ʔec.         k k ʔec tas      is. 

  
łoʔ       e     a. ł    a    łpa       ,       ł  as  

      ?” 

  

łoʔ    ʔ          . łpa    ,      i       p  ł  łoʔ  .” 
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Set 2 Story (cont.) 

 
 

  p                 ł yoyo   ł  

smʔem. 

ł   k k ʔ   ł  łoʔ               

smʔem... 

 

 

łpa k  p   ł        ł        u es 

k     . 
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Weasel and Marten Sets 1 and 2 Combined 

 pł               p    ʔ      

    ʔelt. 

There was a chief and he had a beautiful 

daughter. 

   ł         ,   e t swe          

         ł  ʔi     ʔelt.” 

The chief said,  whoever can wrestle my 

da gh  r  o  h  gro  d.” 

    k      p   a ł  o     . You will win her as your wife. 

  y ʔ ł   ł yoyo         y ł     y    

       ł    smʔem. 

All of the strong animals came to wrestle 

the woman. 

  y ʔ     pnuntm. Everyone was defeated. 

ta swe       mstem. Nobody could knock her down. 

łoʔ         ł            . Marten heard about their attempts. 

         ł     ʔ        ʔ    ł 

 o      . 

He wanted the beautiful woman for his 

wife. 

   y                   k k ʔec. He went to wrestle her all night. 

        k k ʔec tas      is. All night he failed. 

łoʔ                    ł . Marten spend all day resting. 

łoʔ       e     a. Marten was getting skinny. 

ł    a    łpa       ,       ł  as 

     ?” 

His friend Weasel asked him,  what are 

you doing?” 

łoʔ    ʔ          . Marten was embarrassed and walked 

away. 

łpa    ,  em i       p  ł  łoʔ  . Weasel thought,  I'm going to follow 

Marten.” 

  p                 ł yoyo   ł    ʔem. He found out why the woman was so 

strong. 

ł   k k ʔ   ł  łoʔ               

smʔem... 

That night when Marten went to wrestle 

the woman... 

łpa k  p   ł        ł             k     . Weasel pushed over the horns that were 

holding her up. 

łoʔ            ł              ʔelt    

       . 

Marten knocked the chief's daughter to the 

ground. 

łoʔ       p    ł  o      . Marten won a wife. 
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Weasel and Marten Set 3 Vocabulary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

     es ło    
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Weasel and Marten Set 3 Phrases 

 k     y ,  ł    ,             y ʔ 

tas      is. 

Cougar, black bear and grizzly all 

failed. 

    ,      ,         ʔ     y ʔ tas 

       . 

Bobcat, coyote, and wolf all failed. 

        k k ʔ                

   mste  ł      ʔelt. 

He spent all night trying to knock the 

daughter down. 

ł  k k ʔec,       ł  łoʔ             

           ł              ʔelts. 

That night, he saw Marten trying to 

knock the chief's daughter down. 

łoʔ    as      is. Marten was not successful. 

łpa  a           ł    ʔ     ł 

yoyo  ! 

Weasel could not believe that the 

woman was so strong! 

ł   k a, łpa    y ł            

          . 

One day, Weasel went to the chief's 

camp. 

hoy           ło      ʔ       . He dug a tunnel and waited. 
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Set 3 Story 

  
 k     y ,  ł    ,             y ʔ 

tas        . 

    ,      ,         ʔ     y ʔ 

 tas        . 

  
        k k ʔ                

         ł      ʔelt. 

ł  k k ʔec,       ł  łoʔ                

        ł              ʔelts. 

  

łoʔ   tas        . łpa  a           ł    ʔ     ł yoyo   ! 
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Set 3 Story (cont.) 

  
ł   k a, łpa    y ł            

          . 

hoy           ło      ʔ       . 
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Weasel and Marten Whole Text 

 pł               p    ʔ      

    ʔelt. 

There was a chief and he had a 

beautiful daughter. 

   ł         ,   e t swe          

         ł  ʔi     ʔelt.” 

The chief said,  whoever can wrestle 

 y da gh  r  o  h  gro  d.” 

    k      p   a ł  o     . You will win her as your wife. 

  y ʔ ł   ł yoyo         y ł     y    

       ł    smʔem. 

All of the strong animals came to 

wrestle the woman. 

  y ʔ     pnuntm. Everyone was defeated. 

ta swe       mstem. Nobody could knock her down. 

 k     y ,  ł    ,             y ʔ 

tas      is. 

Cougar, black bear and grizzly all 

failed. 

    ,      ,         ʔ     y ʔ  

tas      is. 

Bobcat, coyote, and wolf all failed. 

łoʔ         ł            . Marten heard about their attempts. 

         ł     ʔ        ʔ    ł 

 o      . 

He wanted the beautiful woman for his 

wife. 

   y                   k k ʔec. He went to wrestle her all night. 

        k k ʔec tas       s. All night he failed. 

łoʔ                    ł . Marten spend all day resting. 

        k k ʔ                

   mste  łu     ʔelt. 

He spent all night trying to knock the 

daughter down. 

łoʔ       e     a. Marten was getting skinny. 

ł    a    łpa       ,       ł  a  

      ?” 

His friend Weasel asked him,  what 

are you doing?” 

łoʔ    ʔ          . Marten was embarrassed and walked 

away. 

łpa    ,   em i       p  ł  łoʔ  .” Weasel thought,  I'm going to follow 

Marten.” 
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ł  k k ʔec,       ł  łoʔ             

           ł              ʔelts. 

That night, he saw Marten trying to 

knock the chief's daughter down. 

łoʔ    as      is. Marten was not successful. 

łpa  a           ł    ʔ     ł yoyo  ! Weasel could not believe that the 

woman was so strong! 

ł   k a, łpa    y ł            

          . 

One day, Weasel went to the chief's 

camp. 

mip                 ł yoyo   ł  

smʔem. 

He found out why the woman was so 

strong. 

hoy           ło      ʔ       . He dug a tunnel and waited. 

ł   k k ʔ   ł  łoʔ               

smʔem... 

That night when Marten went to 

wrestle the woman... 

łpa k  p   ł        ł        u es 

k     . 

Weasel pushed over the horns that 

were holding her up. 

łoʔ            ł              ʔelt    

       . 

Marten knocked the chief's daughter to 

the ground. 

łoʔ       p    ł  o      . Marten won a wife. 
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Weasel and Marten:  Whole Text 

 

 
 

                       ʔ          ʔelt. 

 

 

             , “ e t swe                      ʔi     ʔelt.” 

 

 

                          . 
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    ʔ                                             smʔem. 

 

 

    ʔ     pnuntm. 

 

 

ta swe       mstem. 

 



Kalispel Story I  Student Workbook 

15 Weasel and Marten  (rev 10-17) 

 

20 

 

 

                                 ʔ tas      is. 

 

 

           ,         ʔ       ʔ tas       s. 

 

 

  ʔ                       . 
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               ʔ  mti smʔ              . 

 

 

                           ʔec. 

 

 

            ʔec tas      is. 
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  ʔ                      . 

 

 

            ʔ                   mste         ʔelt. 

 

 

  ʔ       e      . 
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                    , “         s       ?” 

 

 

  ʔ    ʔ          . 

 

 

          em i               ʔ  . 
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       ʔec,            ʔ                                       ʔelts. 

 

 

  ʔ     s      is. 

 

 

                      ʔ             ! 
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       ,                                 . 

 

 

                                  ʔem. 

 

 

                      ʔ       . 
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        ʔ        ʔ               smʔem... 

 

 

                                        . 

 

 

  ʔ                           ʔelt           . 
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  ʔ                      . 
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Weasel and Marten: Whole Text 

1 There was a chief and he had a beautiful daughter. 

2 The chief said,  whoever can wrestl   y da gh  r  o  h  gro  d.” 

3 You will win her as your wife. 

4 All of the strong animals came to wrestle the woman. 

5 Everyone was defeated. 

6 Nobody could knock her down. 

7 Cougar, black bear and grizzly all failed. 

8 Bobcat, coyote, and wolf all failed. 

9 Marten heard about their attempts. 

10 He wanted the beautiful woman for his wife. 

11 He went to wrestle her all night. 

12 All night he failed. 

13 Marten spend all day resting. 

14 He spent all night trying to knock the daughter down. 

15 Marten was getting skinny. 

16 His friend Weasel asked him, what are you doing? 

17 Marten was embarrassed and walked away. 

18 Weasel thought, I'm going to follow Marten. 

19 That night, he saw Marten trying to knock the chief's daughter down. 

20 Marten was not successful. 

21 Weasel could not believe that the woman was so strong! 

22 One day, Weasel went to the chief's camp. 

23 He found out why the woman was so strong. 

24 He dug a tunnel and waited. 

25 That night when Marten went to wrestle the woman... 

26 Weasel pushed over the horns that were holding her up. 

27 Marten knocked the chief's daughter to the ground. 

28 Marten won a wife. 
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SET 1  WORKSHEETS 
 

Set 1 Vocabulary Worksheet. Draw a line to connect the Kalispel written 

word to the representative picture. 

 

 

 

   mstem 

 

 

ta swe 

 

 

łoʔ   
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Set 1 Sentence Worksheet. Write the Kalispel word in the correct place using 

the word bank shown at the bottom of the page. Use each word only once. 
 

_____ ilm           p __________     ʔelt. 

__   ł         ,  ____ t swe _____       _______   ł   

ʔ          .” 

_____ k      p   a ł    _____. 

_____   ł   ł yoyo                 y        _    ł      ʔem. 

  y ʔ u _____________. 

___               . 

___          ł       __________. 

         ł     ʔ             ł  o      . 

łoʔ   ____________ es ______. 

łoʔ   ______    ł          _________   ________. 

łoʔ   ___       ł  o      . 

 

 

word bank 

           ʔelt            

 o      ta swe          smʔem 

łoʔ             pł   ł  

swiʔ                                y ł 

    ʔelts   y ʔ cu    

             p   pnuntm        
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Set 1 Sequence Pictures (Cutout) 
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Set 1 Sequence Pictures (Cutout) 
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SET 2  WORKSHEETS 

 

Set 2 Vocabulary Worksheet. Draw a line to connect the Kalispel written 

word to the representative picture. 

 

 

 

 

k      

 

 

    p  

 

 

tas         

 

 

łpa 
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Set 2 Sentence Worksheet. Write the Kalispel word in the correct place using 

the word bank shown at the bottom of the page. Use each word only once. 

 

 

_____ qs ______            k k ʔec. 

____     k k ʔec __________. 

łoʔ   __        _____. 

ł      _   łpa     _  ,       ł  a  ______ ?” 

łoʔ   ____         . 

łpa   _ ,       qs _____    ł  łoʔ  .” 

_____                ł _____    ł    ʔem. 

ł      _     ł  ______             ________... 

___   k  p   ł  ______  ł             ________. 

 

 

 

word bank 

sewntm   a nte k      

 k k ʔec e   p                

łoʔ   smʔem  e   p     

łpa  ʔ               

tas         yoyo      y   a    
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Set 2 Sequence Pictures (Cutout) 
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Set 2 Sequence Pictures (Cutout) 
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SET 3  WORKSHEETS 

 

Set 3 Vocabulary Worksheet. Draw a line to connect the Kalispel picture to 

the Kalispel word. 

 

 

 

es ło   
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Set 3 Sentence Worksheet. Write the Kalispel word in the correct place using 

the word bank shown at the bottom of the page. Use each word only once. 
 

 

____     ,  ł    ,           ______ tas        . 

____  ,       __       ʔ     y ʔ ___________. 

       ______                 ______   ł      ʔelt. 

ł  k k ʔec, ___    ł  łoʔ      _______ qs _________ ł  

________     ʔelts. 

______ tas        . 

___    a           ł  ____     ł     _____! 

ł  _____, łpa   _   ł            ____________. 

hoy ______ t es ło     ____________. 
 

 

 

 

Word bank 

 k k ʔec      łoʔ            

   y yoyo    k     y  smʔem 

                    ʔ       . 

  y ʔ                    tas         

łpa              k a 
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Set 3 Sequence Pictures (Cutout) 
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 łpa u łoʔ   

Weasel and Marten 
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łpa u łoʔ        __________________ łu i skʷest 
 

A.  Instructions- Circle the word that completes the sentence according to the story, then 

translate to English. 

1.  łoʔ                                ł ).  

 .   pł               pł          (    ʔelt   łpa).  

 .    y ʔ ł   ł yoyo     o               y ł      y           ł      ʔem.  

4.  łoʔ       p    ł             o      ). 

 .     y                                  k k ʔec). 

 .           ł           (smʔ            ł  o     s. 

 . łpa  a           ł    ʔ     ł    o     yoyo  ). 

 .  ł   k a łpa    y ł                                  ). 

 .  hoy            ło   / ta swe) u  ʔ       . 

  . łpa k  p   ł        ł                       k       

 



Kalispel Story I  Student Workbook 

15 Weasel and Marten  (rev 10-17) 

 

42 

B.  Instructions-  unscramble the word and write it on the line.  Then, circle the picture that 

matches the word that you wrote. 

 

 .       ______________    

 . pał                     

 .        ____________    

4.           __________    

 .       ______________    

 .      oł  _____________    

 .         ____________    

8. ʔ  ło  _______________    

 .        a     ___________    

  .  nx un  ____________    

 


